The NEMBC seeks Federal Election Commitments
from all parties for an investment in supporting

Ethnic and Multicultural Community Broadcasting

Ethnic community broadcasting promotes
civic and cultural participation
Australia’s multilingual and multicultural audience is vast
and varied comprising of almost 5 million Australians who
speak a language other than English at home.
While 50.7% of the population is third generation born
Australian the total number of migrants from non-English
heritage makes up the vast majority of the Australian
population.
Migration and ethnic community broadcasting is linked
and supports established communities, new and emerging
communities, youth and women and second generation
migrants.

Ethnic community broadcasting helps a
large and diverse audience
Ethnic community broadcasting serves the needs of
hundreds of thousands of Australians of all ages in urban
and regional areas across Australia.
• It is highly cost-effective by harnessing the skills,
expertise and time of more than 4,000 volunteers
from
• 125 distinct cultural groups who,
• create 2,070 hours of content every week in over
• 110 languages.

Government funding plays a highly important role in
catalysing and building the capacity of this voluntary
sector, therefore additional funding is requested to
improve public investment and a commitment for:

Targeted support for refugee and new and
emerging communities $1.8 Million
To build the capacity of new and emerging
communities in regional areas to provide information
about government services and local programs,
education and skills training to enhance employment
and leadership opportunities and strengthen
community engagement and participation.

Training and Skills Development for Ethnic
and Multicultural Broadcasters $350,000
Targeted directly to ethnic and multicultural
community broadcasters.

Development, Content and Production
$1 million
Content production is the backbone of ethnic
community broadcasting; the majority of program
content is locally produced, is talk-based and rich in
locally specific information. There is a growing need
to support the Development and Operations for
sustainability of radio stations and allow the general
pool of funding to increase.
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